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Tm amhorof ihe sermon under review in the Mow- 
ing pages, holds a high rank among the Onhodoi clergy 
in New England, His talents, learning, and piety are 
highly prked by the sect to whose interest he is devoted. 
We are always pleased to have suth men come om with 
their views, and their reasons for rejecting the doctrine of 
the Advent near at hand. Our opponents, no doubt, are 
willing to rest their caase in sich hands. If it is sas- 
tained, weUj bnt if not, the candid and honest wUl yield 
to the stronger reasons. Mr. Dimmick has evidently 
(aid otit his whole strength in this treatise, to overthrow 
m, MLUees theory. It is tme that this is not his av&rved 
object J but he has done wh« be could in a singh dhcourss 
to effect it. 

Let the reader examine the following reriew of Mr 
D:s discourse, in the light of the Scriptures, and we think 
he will see the weakness of the arguments by which the 
modern Millenists endeavor to sustain their theory. 

^ „ J- V, HIMES. 

Boston, MiHca 26, 1842. 
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With his introduction we hare nothing to 
say, except that he has misapplied the text 
The opinions of Plato, the Stoics, HindooSj 
or Brahmins, have no bearing on the words 
of the text. Christ has no affinity with 
Belial, or with vain philosophy. On page 7 
he says, after quoting his text— *^ By the 
preaching of the gospel to all nations, as 
here intended, we are to understand, doubt- 
less, the evangelizing of all nations." This 
text, thus construed, would be a plain and 
palpable contradiction to Matthew xiii, 30, 
and xxiv. 37—39 : ''Let both grow together 
until the harvest : and iu the time of har- 
vest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye 
together first the tares, and bind them in 
bundles to burn them : but gather the wheat 
into my barn,'' 'vBut as the days of Noe 
were, so shall also the coming of tlie Son of 
man be. For as in the days that were 
before the flood, they were eating and drink- 
ing, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day that Noe entered into the ark, and 
knew not until the flood came, and tool? 
them all away; so shall also the coming of 
the Son of man he/' The text does not ' 
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warrant any man to thus contradict the 
other plain passages of the Scripture^ and 
shows the writer's presumption^ or ignorance 
of the \Ford of G6± And what may we 
not expect of a writer J who will wrest Scrip- 
ture to suit his own vain views or feelings 
If a man starts wrongs he is very apt to 
come ou* wrong; like his saying, 'nhen 
shall the end come," when he is trying to 
prove the end wiU not come.'' 

Again, our Saviour says, Nevertheless, 
when the Son of man cometh^ shall he find 
faJth on the earth 1" Why ask this que^ 
tion, when all the world are to be evange- 
lizedj and then the end shall cornel But 
the text explains itself— for a witness to 
all nations; and then shall the end come." 
It does not say evangelize" all nations. 
The text in Matt, xxviii. 19— '*Go ye, 
thereforaj and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost"— does not help 
his explanation, at any rate* for the com- 
naand to make all nations Christians was as 
binding on the disciples as on us; and we 
know that all nations were not made Chria^ 
tians then, are not now, neither can be, as 
long as tares grow with wheat, or foolish 
Tirgins have no oil, or that wicked" stands 
revealed, whom the Lord shall 'destroy by 
the brightness of his coming." This writer, 
then, would acknowledge that his text is 
wrested from its true meaningj by supposing 
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the apostles or pastors under obligation to 
convert all men. And the idea of this com- 
mand not being obeyed by the apostles, is too 
absurd lo be foimd in the brain of any one 
but the skeptic, and is an assumption which 
has no base on which to rest. So much for 
the explanation of his text. 

Therij on page 9, he says, The Scrip- 
ture expressly asserts, that it is not permitted 
to men, nor to any created being, to know 
when the end shall be." This is a broad 
assertion, and no man but a bigot or infidel 
could thus boastingly declare such a senti- 
ment. He goes still further, and says, 
*'Even the Son, though in his higher nature 
knowing all things, yet is not commissioned 
to reveal this great secret." Now see how 
the Scripture can put down this vain boast- 
ing. Matt, xxiv, 33 : ''So likewise ye, when 
ye shall see all these things, know that it ia 
near, even at the doors,'' Also, Isa. Ixi. 2: 

To proclaim the acceptable year of the 
LoED, and the day of vengeance of our God ; 
to fomfort ail that mourn," If he was not 
commissioned, how could Isaiah foretell that 
he was to proclaim the day of vengeance; 
and how could Christ tell us we might know 
when he was near, even at the doorl His 
very text is a plain contradiction to this 
daring and reckless assertion; for it tells us 

when the end shall be"— when this gos-* 
pel of the kingdom shall be preached in all 
the worldj for a witness unto all nations; 
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and then shaU the end come." He, Afe 
miter, should have left it where Christ left 
it— "Of that day and hour knoweth n5 
man," &e.— and not pot words and lan- 
guage, as it were, into the ^savior's mouth, 
in plain and palpable contradiction to what 
Christ had just before said— So likewise 
ye, when ye shall see all these things, know 
that it is neaxj even at the doors,'* 

But, says the writer of the sermon under 
consideration^ ^'It is the design of the Sa- 
vior to teachj in clear and honest language, 
thU ike time of the judgment is not revealed." 
I say, that language cannot be more plain 
than Christ has used to teach us that we 
may know when it is as near as summer ia 
to the spring; and Paul says, ^^Bui ye, 
brethren, are not in darkness^ that that day 
should overtake you as a thief," And yet, 
this pretended preacher of righteousness 
prGsumptuously declares, that the design" 
of the Savior is opposite to the words of 
Christ, the declaration of Isaiah, and the 
opinion of the apostie Paul. All the prtiof 
he has brought to support his assertion may 
he found in Matt* xxiv, 36 : But of that 
day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
angels of heaven, but my Father only '^ And 
in quoting this text, he shows his sense of his 
own weakness, or he would not have labored 
so hard to prove that <k^/ mid hour'' means 
all time^ to the exclusion of all those passages 
which certainly show the time near. 
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Again ; he quotes Acts i. 6, 7: " When they 
therefore were come together, they asked of 
him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time 
restore again the kingdom to Israel 1 And 
he said unto them. It is not for you to know 
the times or the seasons which the Father 
hath put ui his own poiver and again 
misapplies his text by only quoting a part 
of the sentiment contained in the passage* 
Let the reader read the 6th, 7th, and 8th 
verseSj and it will prove too much for our 
North Church divine. It will prove that, 
when they asked the qtiestion, ^* Lord, wilt 
thou at this time restore again the kingdom 
to IsracH" Christ answered them, that it 
was not (km for them to know the times or 
the seasons which the Father hath put in his 
own power; but ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you*^^ What power shall they receive ? The 
same as expressed before — " to know times 
and seasons,'' And Peter has expressly told 
us this in his 1st Epistle, i. 10-^13: ^^Of 
which salvation the prophets have inquired 
and searched diligently, who prophesied of 
the grace that should come imto your 
searching what, or what manner of time 
the Spirit of Christ which was in them did 
signify, when it testified beforehand the suf- 
ferings of Christ, and the glory that shonld 
follow. Unto whom it was revealed, that 
not unto themselves, but unto us they did 
minister the things which are now reported 
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unto you by them that have preaclied the 
Kospel unto you, with the Holy Ghost sent 
do\yn from heaven; which things the angeis 
desire to look into. Wherefore gird up the 
loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the 
end tor the grace that is to be brought unto 
you at the revelation of Jesus Christ." Paul 
also, m 1 Thess. v. 4: "But ye, brethren,' 
are not in darkness, that that day should 
overtake you as a thief." 

On page 10, he says,— " II. The speedy ush- 
ering in of the judgment and end ot the 'world 
seems unlikely ; considering the shortness of 
the Christian dispensation up to the present 
time, compared with what has gone before it " 

. v'^r". skeptical idea, which couid 
not be hatched in the brain of a believer, he 
has first quoted Rom. ix. 28 : " For he will 
finish the work, and cut it short in ri«'hte- 
ousness : because a short work will the Lord 
make upon the earth,"-and then says, 
Which inay only mean, however, that,' in 
carrying forward his kingdom of grace, he 
will act with great energy and power." 

lo "cut short," with this exMunder, is 
to carry forward," and to "make a short 
work upon the earth," is to prolong it 365,000 
years.'! bee, on page 9 of this sermon : 
borne have understood this language figu- 
ratively, a day for a year, making it 365,000 
years —when the end shall come." Then 
he tells us his mind would favor even this 
long period. His next proof is from 1 Peter 
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1 20 : "Who verily was fore-ordained before 
the foundation of the world, but was mani- 
fest in these last times for you." Here 
"last times" only means "last dispensation." 
I will here ask this redoubtable perverter of 
God^s word, why did Peter use the plural 
"^tm€5," when he only meant one dispensa- 
tion ? 

His next quotation, which I will notice, 
is Heb. ix. 26: "For then must he often 
have suffered since the foundation of the 
world : but now once in the end of the world 
hath he appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself." "The ^end of the 
world* here is used to signify the final 
or Christian dispensation." Then our text 
would properly read thus: "For then must 
he often have suffered since the foundation 
of the Christian dispensation: but now in 
the end of the Christian dispensation^ hath 
he appeared to put away sin by the sacri- 
fice of himself" Thus, according to his own 
construction, he saps his own foundation, 
and proves nothing. Although he brings a 
number of texts to prove his second head, 
they are all of them, strictly and literally, 
against him. A common schoolboy would 
be ashamed of arguments like these. 

I will notice his argument about the sun- 
rise, and any one may see how vain such 
an argument is, to overthrow plain Bible. 
He first assumes that the four thousand 
years was a night, and then the gospel must 
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be a day, and of course would be more than 
eighteen hundred years long. The ou!y 
proof he brings is in Malachi iv.2: *'But 
unto you that fear my name, shall the Sun 
of righteoasaess arise with healing in his 
wings; aud ye shall go forth, and grow up 
as calves of the stall'' None who will read 
the context, can for a moment believe that 
this prophecy has been fulfilled, or was at 
the first commg of Christ. He was repre- 
sented by the prophets as a star, at his first 
coming: Num.xxiv. 17; Rev. xxii. 16. And 
this Sua of righteousness is to rise, when 
he makes up his jewels-^when he shall re- 
turn, and discern between the righteous and 
wicked— when the proud and all that do 
wickedly shall be humed up, and when they 
shall be ashes under the soles of the feet of 
the saints. 

This day has not come yet. This day is 
the time when Christ and his saints will be 
glorified in the new heavens and earth, and 
stands opposed to the whole lime of this life, 
whichj notwithstanding our boasting of an 
increase of knowledge, is yet but a night of 
moral darkness, error, and ignorance, '*If 
in this life only we have hope, we are of all 
men most miserabla'* It can only be ful- 
filled when the saints inherit the earth, and 
when the sun is visible, and when Christ 
shall come the second time and dwell with 
his people in the new heavens and new 
earthj when he will drive away all moral 
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darkness, dispel al! mists and fogs of error, 
shut up the prince and spirits of darkness, 
and purify his people and sanctuary, the 
place of his dwelling. Therefore Paul says, 
Rom. xiii. 11—14, 'L^nd that, knowing the 
time, that now it is high time to awake out 
of sleep : for now is our salvation nearer 
than when we believed. The night is far 
spent, the day is at hand : let us therefore 
cast off the works of darkness, and let us 
pot on the armor of light Let us walk hon- 
estly, as in the day: not in rioting and 
drunkenness^ not in chambering and wanton- 
ness, not in strife and envying: but put ye 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not pro- 
vision for the fiesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof' 
Every one wi)l sec that Paul did not reason 
like our blind watchmen in these days ; but 
plainly shows us that we are in moral dark- 
ness, and that in his day we were drawing 
near to the close of this moral night. He 
might have said, four thousand two hundred 
years have passed, and only about eighteen 
hundred to come ; then the six wor Id ly work- 
ing days will be spent, in which moral dark- 
ness has covered the earth, and gross dark- 
ness the people." Then will the Sun of 
righteousness arise, and be succeeded by an 
eternal day, or day of the Lord. 

To me, this looks more like sound or- 
thodoxy, than the sophistry of our author, 
who will have a day of the Lord to run far 
into the future ; and^ long after the world en- 
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joys a pure state, then to be burned up. Tiiis 
would, to me, be neither Scripture, reason, 
nor common sense. How could it be said, 
when the world has been evangelized, and 
has had a glorious day of 365,000 years, — 
for then the end must come, according to his 
text and reasoning. — that it would be as the 
days of Noah and Lot? Ah! but, says our 
expositor, before Christ will come, Satan 
will be loosed, and go out and deceive the 
nations in the four quarters of the earth. 
How many? Why, an innumerable com- 
pany, like the sand on the sea-shore. Of 
whom ? These evangelized nations I Why, 
yes. Well, if those who live in the end of 
this 365,000 years may all, or nearly all, be 
deceived, I ask, might not those millions of 
millions, which are born, and evangelized 
during this 365,000 years, have fallen if they 
had been tried? Happy mortals! they have 
no trial of their faith ; and they will all go 
to heaven without tribulation. But their de- 
scendants — unhappy beings ! who are born 
and live at the end of this 365,000 years- 
no help for you ! you must be evangelized, 
fall from grace, and be forever lost ! 

So must our orthodox divine argue, if he 
is consistent with his doctrine in his text; 
for the world must come to an end as soon 
as it is evangelized, by his own showing; 
and yet he chooses the longest time given, 
which he says is 365,000 years, after the 
world is evangelized, before Christ will come. 
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What an expounder of prophecy ! Christ 
and the apostles told us to watch, eighteen 
hundred years ago ; and now we have more 
than 365,000 years to sleep before the resur- 
rection. If this is not saying, "my Lord 
delayeth his coming,'^ no time could pro- 
claim it ; at any rate, I feel perfectly satis- 
fied that the prophecy, Matt xxiv. 48, w 
literally fulfilled. 

Under his next head, page 12, section HI., 
he says : *^An immediate judgment and end 
of the world seems unlikely, from viewing 
the condition of the world itself in regard to 
its natural developments. First argument : 
" Now does it not seem that the earth would 
continue in its present state till the children 
of men have had time to occupy it, and 
make proof of the resources it contains?'' 
What an argument ! "All things continue as 
they were, since the fathers fell asleep **no 
great improvements;" "not one half of the 
earth has been occupied by man;" "proba- 
bly not one tenth part of the population has 
ever yet existed upon it, which it is able to 
sustain." What a pity the antediluvians 
did not think of this argument, when God 
brought in a flood upon them, and destroyed 
the old world ! Surely, God would have lis- 
tened to so powerful an argument, and not 
have swept them all off before they had 
occupied one half of the globe, or filled one 
tenth of the world with men. But our 
author is more than four thousand years too 
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kteforhia special pleading; for there is a 
precedent J as Peter sliows in his Second Epis- 
tle^ iii* 6, 7 : Whereby the world that then 
was, being overflowed with water, perished : 
but the heavens and the earth, which are 
BoWj by the same word are kept in store, 
reserved unto fire against the day of judg- 
ment and perdition of ungodly men.^^ Again ; 
his double pleading will not be admitted be- 
fore the grand assises of Heaven's court 
Firstj he pleads that the earth cannot be 
destroyed by fire until the children of men 
occupy it and make proof of the resources it 
contains, ThcHj secondly, he pleads that as 
they have begim to make improvements, 
they ought to have a fair trial, until it be- 
comes like the garden of Eden. And then, 
others, not so daring as himself, might plead 
that it would he a pity to destroy so innocent 
and happy a world as the garden of God. 
And thus the world would stand foreverj and 
scoffers would gain their point. 

I must acknowledge, that these arguments 
are the same as Yoltaire, Torn Paine, and 
Ethan AlleUj brought against the Bible, on 
this very topic. And little did I imagine, 
forty years ago, that / should read the same 
arguments in a sermon from an orthodox 
minister ! But so it i.^s. And as McKnight 
says concerning these scoffers, mentioned in 
2 Pet. iii, 4, 5,— '^And saying, Where is the 
promise of his coming 1 for smce the fathers 
fell asleep, all things continue as they w^ra 
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from the beginning of the creation* For this 
they willingly are ignorant of, that by the 
word of God the heavens were of old, and 
the earth standing out of the water and in 
the water,' ^—^Uhey will be found in the 
church.'^ Now it has been proved true. 
He has mentioned but two texts. Psalm cxv, 
16) "The heaven, even the heavcnsj are the 
Lord's: but the earth hath he given to the 
children of men.*' This is in the past tense ; 
and the earth was given Co Noah and his sons, 
and was divided among them. Gen. jx, IQ, 
and s. 32: These are the three sons of Noah : 
and of them was the whole earth over- 
spread." These are the families of the 
sons of Noah, after their generationsj in their 
nations : and by these were the nations di- 
vided in the earth after the flood." The 
other texts which he has quoted are Gen. i- 
28, and ii. S, 9: '^And God blessed them, 
and said tmto them. Be fruitful, and multi- 
ply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it : 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the foAvl of the air, and over every 
living thing that moveth upon the earth/' 
'^And the Lord God planted a garden east- 
ward in Eden: and there he put the man 
whom he had formed. And out of the 
ground made the Lord God to grow every 
tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good 
for food ; the tree of life also in the midst of 
the garden, and the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil," This was before the fall — 
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was revoked by the ourse^fterwards de- 
stroyed by the flood, and can have no possi- 
ble bearing on the end of the present world. 
And a man's cause must be weak, indeed, to 
press such evidence to delay Christ's com- 
ing, or scoff at the burning day. 
_ On page 14, section lY,, he says, ''An 
immediate judgment and dissolution of the 
world IS not likely, inasmuch as the moral 
plans of God, so far as developed ia the 
Scriptures, do not appear to be sufficiently 
accomphshed to warrant the expectation of 
such a result." Now we may expect he 
will brmg his proof from Scripture; for to 
them he has at last appealed. First, he has 
brought Matt, xxiv/H: *^And this gospel 
of the kmgdom shall be preached in all the 
Tvorld, for a witness unto all nations i and 
then shall the end- come.' ^ And from this 
text, without any other proof, he argnes, 
^that the world should be evangelized, and 
then says,^"how long the world shall con- 
tinue m this state, enjoying the blessings of 
the gospel, ere the end shall come, the pas- 
sage docs not inform us.^' Is it possible 
for a man to make a greater blunder than 
oiir author has, in his assertion on this text? 
*irst, he asserts that the text proves the 
evangelizing of the world, which is not true - 
and then declares the text does not inform 
us when the end shall come, when the text 
does tell ns, distinctly, 'Hhrni shallthe end 
come. If men are thus permitted to wrest 
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the Scriptures from their plain and obvi- 
ous meaning, 1 can tell the writer it would 
be of no manner of use to ev^angelize the 
world; for they would be like those con- 
verts which Christ accused the Pharisees of 
encompassing sea and land to make. 

His second proof is Gen, iil 15, which he 
says was made to the mother of mankind,'' 
and was the earliest promise of a Savior ; 

The seed of the woman shall bruise the 
serpent's head.*' If our writer will take the 
pains to look into his Bible, he will find 
another blonder ; — this promise to the ser- 
pent was a airsej instead of a promisej de- 
nounced against ihe serpent^ and will be 
fulfilled when Christ shall eome, and destroy 
death and him that has the power of death, 
that is, the ' devil, in the resurrection of his 
people. This is no proof that the end of the 
world is not yet. 

Then he says, page 16, Take the repeti*- 
tion of this promise, (curse on the serpent,) 
as made to Abraham,'' Gen. xxviii* 14: In 
thee, and in thy seed, sliall all the families 
of the earth be blessed," How this can be 
called a repetition " of the curse, is more 
than I can tell. The first is denouncing the 
destruction of the power of the serpent ; the 
other is a promise of salvation to all who 
would believe, whether Abraham's natural 
seed or Gentiles, if they had the faith of 
Abraham; which was fulfilled to the chil^ 
2# 
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dren of Israel, when they entered the land 
of Canaan, and to the Gentiles when Paul 
preached. See Gen. xxviii. 15 ; Josh, xxiii. 
14 ; Gal. hi. 8, 9, 16—18. And, as this 
promise to Abraham has been fulfilled, how 
can our author say, on this promise, "Tlie 
end is not yet." Does he suppose all the 
families of thQ earth arc to be saved, and 
every individual in all families ? Why not 
be a Universalist, and openly advocate the 
doctrine? Or does he mean that in one age 
of the world all men will be saved ? L^t 
him read John's explanation. Rev. v. 9, 10 : 
"Out of every kindred, and tongue, and peo- 
ple, and nation;" not all of every kindred, 
&c., nor all of one age. It is not so stated ; 
and I am ashamed of such preachers, who 
can, and do, pretend to prove anything they 
please from some texts, and tliat nothing can 
be proved from others, let them be ever so 
plain. 

His next quotation is from Numbers xiv. 
21 : " But as truly as I live, all the earth 
shall be filled with the glory of the Lord." 
If he will read the connection, he will see, if 
he has eyes to see, that this text alludes to 
the children of Israel entering the land of 
Canaan, and is a type of the glorified state 
of the righteous in the New Jerusalem ; ac- 
cording with his own rule, on page 16, *' that 
both the threateninsrs and the 'promises of God 
extend across the gulf into the ftUiire and eter- 
nal state^ and there receive their full accom- 
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pUshmenf.^^ And this he says is true in 
a great many instances. Here, then, we 
have one instance, proved by Paul, 1 Cor. x. 
11: *^Now all these things happened unto 
them for ensamples: and they are written 
for our admonition, upon whom the ends of 
the world are come." This, then, does not 
hinder the end of the world. 

His next proof, page 17, is Psalms ii. 8 — 
12; and then his reasoning is as follows: 
" This also is, manifestly, a part of the pres- 
ent economy of the world. It is to take 
place while there are ' kings ^ and * judges of 
the earth;' while men exist in nations, as 
now. But this state of things has never yet 
been realized. The heathen, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth have never yet been 
subject to Christ, in the sense here intended. 
The kings and judges, as a body, have not 
yielded the homage required of them ; they 
have not been wise, but in a few instances; 
they have not been instructed; they have 
not served the Lord, nor kissed the Son. 
Christ has not yet, in any respect, exercised 
his strong and full dominion in all the earth, 
overpowering whatever opposes his reign. 
The world must, therefore, yet continue to 
give time for the carrying out of this great 
branch of the plan of God. * The end is not 
yet.' " If this is sound reasoning, then surely 
I cannot understand reason. Must the hea- 
then, kings and judges of the earth, be all 
subject to Christ, wise, instructed, pay honw 
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^e, serre the Lord, kiss the Son, &c.j before 
God can dash them to pieces? Surely, if 
they do this, God will not dash Ihem' to 
pieces; and this is the very reason why all 
iForldly kingdoms are dashed to pieces,— 
because Christ cannot take possession of his 
inheritance^ cannot reign on earthy until he 
has destroyed the sinners out of it. Read 
the thirty-seventh Psalm, and the thirty- 
fourth verse in particular. When the kings 
and^the wicked are cut off, then the right- 
eons will inherit the earth. And that is, the 
end of Noah's earth, as the flood was the end 
of Adam's earth ; and this is to be done by 
fire, as that was by water. 2 Peter iii. 7: 
"But the heavens and the earth, which are 
now, by the same word are kept in store, re- 
served unto fire against the day of judgment 
and perdition of ungodly men." Where, 
then, has our author brought anv proof that 
the kmgdoms may not be dashed to pieces 
within two years. Presumptuous man ! to 
eay '^The end is not yet.'' 

He then quotes Psalm Ixxii, 11, 17: ^*All 
kings shall fall down before him; all nations 
shall serve him; all nations shall call him 
blessed,'^ If this has not been already, it 
surely cannot be until after the resurrection ; 
tor tares and wheat must grow together until 
the harvest, and the harvest is the end of the 
world. But, says our author, These thin^^a 
are to take place in the present world, white 
men exist aa nations, while kings reign/' 
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How ignorant this man must be of his Bible! 
Are there no nations and kings in the New 
Jerusalem and new earth 1 Are men annihi- 
lated after the resurrectioii^ Let us see what 
God says about it. Rev. xxi. 24, 2% : **And 
the nations of them which are saved shall 
walk in the light of it ; and the kings of the 
earth do bring their glory and honor into it." 
*'And they shall bring the glory and honor 
of the nations into it.^^ And this in the New 
Jerusalem and eternal state. There are na- 
tions walking, and kings of the earth bring- 
ing their glory and honor into it Here, then, 
will the seventy-second Psalm be literally 
fulfilled ; but the end of the present world 
must come first. No proof yet. 

The next proof he brings is from Isa. ii, 4 ; 
*^And he shall judge among the nations, and 
shall rebuke many people; and they shall 
beat their swords into ploughshares, and 
their spears into pruning-hooks : nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more/' He is very 
careful not to mention the connection of the 
test, where the time is particularly men- 
tioned when the 'Maw shall go forth out of 
ZioB, and the word of the Lord from Jeru- 
salem*" This was literally fulfilled at Jeru- 
salem, at the time the gospel was first sent 
out to the Gentiles. Christ forbade his fol- 
lowers to use carnal weapons ; and this was 
the law of the gospel j and all the true fol- 
lowers of Christ, who have walked in his 
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pathsj have refused to learn war any more^ 
both among Jews and Gentiles. "Nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation/Moes 
not mean the wicked nations of the earth ; 
for Christ teaches^ in the twenty-fo^irth of 
MattheWj that there will be wars and rumors 
of wars^to the end of the world. And Micah, 
iv, 5, where the same prophecy is given, 
says, For all people will walk every one 
in the name of his god, and we will walk 
in the name of the Lord our God forever and 
ever." And we are positively and distinctly 
taught, in Rev. xvi, U^-ld, of the battle of 
the kings and the whole world; at the very 
time Christ will come- So here our author 
has failed of proving that the end of the 
world cannot come yet What next will he 
bring] 

The Jew, the Jew ! Well, what of the Jew 1 
" He that scattered Israel will gather himj and 
^ keep him, as a shepherd doth his flocL^^ Jen 
xsxi. 10. But who is Israel, aft^sr the Jewish 
dispensation ended ? And if, as our author 
argues, it is yet to be fulfilled, then it is nnder 
the gospel dispensation, and Israel is the elect 
of God, both among Jew and Gentile; for 
they are all Included in unbelief, that God 
might have mercy upon alL But who are 
the Israel now) Let Paul answer. Kom* 
ix 6—8: ^*Not as though the word of God 
hath taken none effect. For they are not all 
Israel which are of Israel : neither^ because 
mey are the seed of Abraham, are they all 
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children : but, In Isaac shall thy seed be 
called. That is, They which are the chil- 
dren of the flesh, these are not the children 
of God ; but the children of the promise are 
counted for the seed," Who, then, will be 
gathered, as the prophet Jeremiah has said 1 
Let Caiaphas, the Jewish high-priest, an- 
swer. John xi. 52 ; ^*And not for that nation 
only, but that also he should gather together 
in one the children of God that were scat- 
tered abroad-" I say, he fails in one point j 
that is, to prove that the Jews are all to be 
converted. If he will prove this, I will pledge 
myself to prove universal salvation by the 
same rule ; for we are told that " they shall 
bow down their back always.'' Bnt even 
suppose they are all to be saved, then what 
rule have we to suppose that it is the Jews 
that hve in one age, to the exclusion of 
every other age'? Surely this would be all 
conjecture. See the prophet Isaiah, Ixv. 15 : 
"And ye shall leave your name for a curse 
unto my chosen : for the Lord God shall 
slay thee, and call his servants by another 
name.^- And Paul tells us that he is not a 
Jew' that is one outwardly ; but he is a Jew 
that is one inwardly ; circumcision is of the 
heart, &c. So we see that, when the fulness 
of the Gentiles be come in, then all the true 
Israel of God will be saved ; for the Jew is 
no more nor less than a Gentile now ; he can 
be saved with the Gentile, if he continues 
not in unbelief, but has no promise without 
the Gentile. 



24 



EEVIEW OF 



His next quotation is from Isaiah lil 9i 
"Thy Tvatclimen shall lift up the voice; 
with the voice togethq^ shall they sing: for 
they shall see eye to eye when the Lord 
shall bring again Zion." This text was evi- 
dently fulfilled in the days of the apostles, 
when there was but one sect, one faith, one 
Lord, and one baptism. See Acts iv. 32: 
"And the multitude of them that believed were 
of one heart and of one soul : neither said 
any of them that aught of the things which 
he pos^ssed was his own; but they had all 
things common." He then quotes Isaiah 
xl l'^,—'^ The envy also of Ephraim shall 
depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall 
he cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, 
and Judah shall not vex Ephraim," — to 
prove the end cannot come yet. This text 
speaks of the gospel day^ when the Jew and 
Gentile would flow together to the gospel 
ensigUj and was fulfilled near 1800 years 
ago. So with all the texts he has quoted 
under this head : some of them were fulfilled 
in the apostolic age, and some of them will 
he in the glorified state of the churchy after 
Christ shall come the second time. Such 
descriptions as Isa. xi, 6—9, xxv. 7, xxx. 26, 
have all been realized under the gospel dis- 
pensation, and are figurative languagCy show- 
iug the different dispositions of men, and the 
uncultivated minds of barbarous nations, 
civilized and christianized under the influ- 
ence of the gospeL See, m history^ how 
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J>arbaTOUs nations of Europe, America, and 
islands of the sea, become tame and civil 
through the influence of the gospel. See 
how easily the wolfish disposition of a Saul 
can he changed to that of a lamb. 

But one thing let me say: it is but right 
to believe that all those prophecies which 
we find in the Old Testament^ having refer- 
ence to the gospel period, cannot have a 
general reference to all men, as our author 
seems to suppose: for they would contradict 
plain prophecies in the New, such as Matt, 
xiii. Sr— 42; Matt xxiv; 1 Thess. v. 1—^9; 
2 Thess. 1st and 2d chapters ; 1 Tim. iv. 1— 
3; 2 Tim. iii. I—IS^ also iv. 1—4; James 
v, 1—10; 2 Peter, 2d and 3d chapters. Also 
Jude, and the whole book of Revelation, 
give US a very different picture from what 
our author has given us, down to tlie end of 
the world, lleason would teach any man 
that, if it was a pentecost day all around the 
world, and all the families of the earth and 
all nations were hless^d ; the earth become 
as the garden of Eden ; all kings fall before 
the Son and kiss him, all the judges of tho 
earih serve him ; all swords be beaten into 
ploughshares, and all spears into pruning- 
hooks ; all Jews he converted, with the 
fulness of the Gentiles; all religious teach* 
ers see eye to eye, and all denominations 
hold the truth in harmony; the wolf dwell 
with the lamb, and tlie leopard lie down 
with the kid ; and the calf, and the young 
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lion, and the fatling togetherj and a little, 
child shall lead them j and the cow and the 
bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie 
down together J and the lion shall eat straw 
like the ox ; and the socking child shall play 
on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child 
put his hand on the cockatrice's den j they 
shall not hurt or destroy in ail my holy 
monntaiii ; for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea ; — if this were literally all to be true, 
God would not destroy the earth ; for there 
would be no occasion for it. 

But let us look on the other side of this^ 
picture. Truth is what we want. Is a, xxivfW 
17—23 : Fear, and the pit^ and the snaiCj 
are upon thee, 0 inhabitant of the earth. 
And it shall come to passj that he who fieeth 
from the noise of the fear shall fall into the 
pit ; and he that comcdi up out of the midst 
of the pit shall be taken in the snare : for the 
windows from on high are open, and the 
foundations of the earth do shake. The 
earth is utterly broken down, the earth is 
clean dissolved^ the earth is moved exceed- 
ingly. The earth shall reel to and fro like a 
drunkard, and sliall be removed like a cot- 
tage ; and the transgression thereof shall be 
heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and not rise 
again. And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that the Lord shall punish the host of 
the high ones that are on high, and the 
Icings of the earth upon the earth. And 



dimmick's discourse. 



they shall he gathered together, as pris- 
oners are gathered in the pit, and shafl be 
shut up in the prison^ and after many days 
shall they be visited. Then the moon shaU 
be confounded, and the sim ashamed, when 
the Lord of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, 
and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients 
gloriously,^' This is before the glorious 
reign, and the earth and inhabitants thereof 
are burned and few men left. See verse 6. 

See, also, Isa. xxx.gT— 30: Behold, the 
name of the Lord cometh from afar, burning 
with his anger, and the burden thereof is 
ibeavy : his lips are full of indignation, and 
T^is tongue as a devouring fire: and his 
breath, as an overflowmg stream, shall reach 
to the midst of the neck, to sift the nations 
with the sieve of vanity : and there shall be 
a bridle in the jaws of the people, causing 
them to err. Ye shall have a song, as in 
the night when a holy solemnity is kept; 
and gladness of heart, as when one goeth 
with a pipe to come into the mountain of the 
Lord, to the Mighty One of Israel. And 
the Lord shall cause his glorious voice to be 
heard, and shall show the lighting down of 
his arm, with the indignation of his anger, 
and with the flame of a devouring fire, with 
scattering, and tempest, and hail-stones,'' 
This is also to be done, in the very day 
when he ^'bindeth up the breach of his peo- 
pie, and healeth the stroke of their wound," 

Isa* xxxiv* 1 — 9 : " Come near, ye nations. 
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to hear; and hearken, ye people: let thb 
earth hear, and all that is therein ; the world, 
and all things that come forth of it. For the 
indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, 
and his fury upon aU their armies : he hath 
utterly destroyed them^ he hath delivered 
them to the slaughter. Their slain also 
shall be cast out, and their stink shall come 
np out of their carcasses^ and the mountains 
shall be melted with their blood. And ali 
the host of- heaven shall be dissolved^ and 
the heavens shall be roiled together as a 
scroll : and all their host shall fall down, as 
the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as 
falling fig from the fig-tree. For my sword^ 
shall be bathed m heaven : behold, it shall 
come down upon Idnmeaj and upon the peo- 
ple of my curse, to judgment. The sword 
of the Lord is filled with bloodj it is made 
fat with fatness, and with the blood of Iambs 
and goatSj with the fat of the kidneys of 
rams : for the Lord hath a sacrifice in Boz- 
rahj and a great slaijghter in the land of 
Idumea. And the uniconis shall come down 
with themj and the bullocks with the bulls ; 
and their land shall be soaked with blood, 
and their dust made fat with fatness. For 
it is the day of the Lord's vengeance, and 
the year of recompeusesr for the controversy 
of Zion. And the streams thereof shall be 
turned into pitch, and the dust thereof into 
brimstoncj and the land thereof shall become 
burning pitch." This is the year of release 
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and day of vengeance, and when the heav- 
ens pass away* There can be no happy 
tune before this. 

Isa, xxviii, 14—22 : Wherefore hear the 
word of the Lord, ye scornful men, that rule 
this people which is in Jerusalem, Because 
ye have saidj We have made a covenant 
with death, and with hell are we at agree- 
ment j when the overflowing scourge shall 
pass through, it shall not come unto us : for 
we have made lies our refuge, and under 
falsehood have we hid ourselves : therefore 
thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in 
Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, 
a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation : 
he that believeth shall not make haste. Judg- 
ment also will I lay to the line, and righte- 
onsness to the plummet : and the hail shall 
sweep away the refuge of lies, and the 
waters shall overflow the hiding place. And 
your covenant with death shali be disan- 
nulled, and your agreement with hell shall 
not stand: when the overflowing scourge 
shall pass throngh, then ye shall be trodden 
down by it. From the time that it goeth 
forth it shall take yoo : for morning by morn- 
ing shall it pass over, by day and by night : 
and it shall be a vexation only to under- 
stand the report. For the bed is shorter 
than that a man can stretch himself on it : 
and the covering narrower than that he can 
wrap himself in it. For the Lord sliall rise 
up as in moimt Perazim, he shall be wroth 
3* 
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as in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do 
his work, his strange work; and bring to 
pass his act, his strange act. Now therefore 
be ye not mockers, lest your bands be made 
strong: for I have hcara from the Lord God 
of hosts a consumption, even determined 
upon the whole earth." This passage is 
evidently talking to just such men as our 
author, who has made a covenant with death, 
and lies his refuge, and can put judgment 
off more than 365,000 years. 

Isa. Ixvi. 15, 16: «*For behold, the Lord 
will come with fire, and with his chariots 
like a whirlwind, to render his anger with 
fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. 
For by fire and by his sword will the Lord 
plead with all flesh; and the slain of the 
Lord shall be many." When this takes 
place, then, and not till then, will Zion be 
comforted, as all must see, who are not cry- 
ing "peace and safety, when sudden destruc- 
tion Cometh." Read the context. 

Micah i. 2-^5: **Hear, all ye people; 
hearken, O earth, and all that therein is: 
and let the Lord God be witness against 
you, the Lord from his holy temple. For 
behold, the Lord cometh forth out of his 
place, and will come down, and tread upon 
the high places of the earth. And the moun- 
tains shall be molten under him, and the 
valleys shall be cleft, as wax before the fire, 
and as the waters that are poured down a 
steep place. For the transgression of Jacob 



DIMMICK^S BISCOUKSS. 31 

IS all this, and for the sins of the house of 
Israel. What is the transgression of Jacob"? 
is it not Samaria? and what are the high 
places of Judah? are they not Jerusakm ?" 
This must come, before any happy time can 
come ; for it is poured upon the earth for the 
transgression of Jacob and Israel, in Sama- 
ria and Jerusalem ; which has not yet been 
done. 

Nahum i, 5—7: "The mountains quake 
at hira, and the hills melt, and the earth is 
burnt at his presence, yea, the world, and 
all that dwell therein. Who can stand be- 
fore his indignation ? and who can abide in 
the fierceness of his anger? his fury is 
ponred out lik« fire, and the rocks are thrown 
down by him. The Lord is good, a strong 
hold in the day of trouble ; and he knoweth 
them that trust in him." In this passage, 
too, tlie earth and wicked are burnt, when 
the righteous are delivered. 

Hab. ii. 12—14: "Wo to him that build- 
eth a town with blood, and cstablisheth a 
city by iniquity ! Behold, is it not of the 
Lord of hosts, that the people shall labor in 
the very fire, and the people shall ^earv 
themselves for very vanity ? For the earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea." Here we sec the people building a 
city with blood, and laboring in the very 
fire, before the knowledge of the glory of 
God shall fill the earth. This is plain, and 
helps explain Isaiah. 
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Zeph. 14—18 1 " The great day of the 
Lord is ncar^ it is near^ and hasteth greatly, 
even the voice of the day of the Lord,^^ 
(Plea se read to verse 1 8, ) Our Sa v ior seems 
to allude to this prophecy, Luke xxL 25—6 ; 
JameSj also, v. 1—9. Peter Jikewisej in his 
1 Epis, iv. 7 : But the end of all things is at 
at hand : be ye therefore sober, and watch 
unto prayer" Can these prophecies be all 
true, and that day be more than SOSjOOO 
years oflf^ Surely, my impenitent friend, 
you cannot J you will not put any depen- 
dence on such expositions as these. 

MaL iv. l^a: "For, behold, the day 
cometh that shall bum as an oven ; and all 
the proud, yea, and ail that do wickedly, 
shall be stubble : and the day that cometh 
shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, 
that it shall leave them neither root nor 
branch. But unto you that fear my name 
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with 
healing in his wings ; and ye shall go forth, 
and grow up as calves of the stall. And ye 
shall tread down the wicked ; for they shall 
be ashes under the soles of your feet^ in the 
day that I do this, saith the Lord of hosts." 
In this t^xt the proud and wicked are all to 
be consumedj before the righteous will go 
forth, and grow up; or before Christ will 
make up his jewels, aiid tiieu we shall dis- 
cern between the righteous and wicked. Of 
course, tares and wheat will grow together 
until the harvest^ and the harvest is the 
end of the world." 
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On page 22, he inquires, What is the evi- 
dence that Nebuchadnezzar's dream reaches 
to the end of all worldly kingdoms I an- 
swer, the dream itself teaches it; and I hope 
he will read Daniel ii. 35 and 44 : " Then 
was the iron, the elayj the brass, the silver, 
and the gold, broken to pieces together, and 
became like the chaff of the summer thresh- 
in g-ioors; and the wind carried them away, 
that no place was found for thera : and the 
stone that smote the image became a great 
mountain, and filled the whole earth.'^ "And 
in the days of these kings shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never 
be destroyed : and the kingdom shall not be 
left to other people, hut it shall break in 
pieces and consume ali these kingdoms, and 
it shall stand forever." If all these king- 
doms are broken to pieces and carried away 
and no place foimd for them, will it not be 
the end of themi Let our author take no- 
tice that the stoue smote the image upon the 
feet and toes; and the ten toes are ten 
kings ; see verses 41 and 42, See also Dan. 
vii. 24: "And the tea horns out of this 
kingdom are ten kings that shall arise : and 
another shall rise after them ; and he shall 
be diverse from the first, and he shall i^bdiie 
three kings. 

On the next page, 23, he admits that the 
last kingdom includes the papal power ; and 
then inquires, "But what is there in all this 
that has explicit reference to the final judg- 
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ment and end of the world?" If he will 
candidly read Daniel vii. 9—14, he will 
find the ^'thrones cast down;" also the 
Ancient of days sitting in judgment, thou- 
sands of thousands and ten thousand times 
ten thousand standing before him; the judg- 
ment did sit, and the books were opened; 
the body of the papal beast given to the 
burmng flames; the Son of man coming in 
the clouds of heaven, and an everlasting 
kmgdom given to Jesus Christ. 

If this is not a judgment, it would be in 
vam for any man to prove one by any pas- 
sage m the Bible. The writer seems to 
argue that the end of the woi ld is the anni- 
hilation of it. But we believe no such thing- 
the globe will endure forever. Ps. Ixxvii. 69! 
The saints will inherit it forever; they will 
never be removed. See Psalm xxxvii. Also, 
more than nine tenths of our best theolo- 
gians admit this earth is to be given to Christ 
and the saints forever. Then of course it is 
an everlasting kingdom; and of course de- 
stroys his millennium root and branch ; for 
the end of Daniers vision carries us to the 
eternal kingdom, under the whole heaven 
and this by his own concession. Will the 
Kxrnian kingdom or papal beast exist 365,- 
000 years yet, making war against the saints 
and prevaiUng over them] Does the "time 
Umes and a half," include so long a time? 
Every man of sense will say, no. How un- 
fortunate will that people be, who have 
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such a teacher in the day of His appearing ! 
and how blind must that man be, who does 
not understand the nature, nor time of the 
judgment ! Eccl. viii. 5 : " Whoso keepeth 
tiic commandment shall feel no evil thing: 
and a wise man's heart discerneth both time 
and judgment." 

Were I to follow this writer through all 
liis darkness, in his discourse on prophetic 
time, I should be as wicked as Nehemiah 
would have been, to have left building the 
walls, to confer with Sanballat and others ; 
he seems to deny, and then admit, and is 

rrfectly in a confused Babel state. And 
must confess, after reading his work, I 
arose" from the task with not a single idea 
that could be called clear or distinct, or any 
Kentencc which might help to convert an in- 
fidel or enlighten a skeptic. 

It is wholly a piece of wild conjecture ; 
his text is perverted, and Daniel's vision 
darkened, and obscurity and doubt thrown- 
upon the minds of all who hear, or read his 
work. His chief aim appears on the face of 
his work, to ^'crv peace and safely," and to 
say, ''My Lord'delayethhisconxing." The 
>work is calculated to make more infidels 
than a Tom Paine and Ethan Allen put to- 
gether. His text. Matt. xxiv. 14, "And the 
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in 
all the worid, for a witness unto all nations; 
and then shall the end come"— is made to 
say: "This gospel of the kingdom shall 
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evangelize all nations, and then the end 
shall not come until 365,000 years." This 
must be the fair and legitimate conclusion 
drawn from his sermon. Who but an infidel, 
or skeptic, can subscribe to this construction 
of the text 7 Again : all the passages of 
Scripture which he brings as proof of his 
subject, are made to be as elastic as India 
rubber, to contract, or expand, as this day 
dreamer shall dictate. One moment Dan- 
iel's vision includes not papacy ; the next it 
is the last part of Daniel's kingdom. One 
time the Roman kingdom is made to end 
when the gospel began ; then again it is car- 
ried far into the future. Every step the 
writer takes, he involves himself in an im- 
penetrable veil of darkness; and if any man 
can tell what he does believe concerning the 
glorious appearing of the great God, and 
our Savior Jesus Christ," he is much more 
fortunate than I can be. One thing I am 
certain of by his own concessions ; he is nei- 
ther watching, nor looking for it, nor loving 
it; and if he prays, "Thy kingdom come," 
it is parrot-like ; having no definite idea of 
his own meaning. He is blind, leading the 
blind ; and if Christ should come, he must 
be overtaken as a thief '* But ye, brethren, 
are not in darkness, that that day should 
overtake you as a thief." 



